Trump Seeks to Limit Legal Immigration 


The New York Times 
August 4, 2017 Friday 
Late Edition - Final 


Copyright 2017 The New York Times Company 
Section: Section A; Column 0; Editorial Desk; Pg. 22; LETTERS 
Length: 613 words 


Body 


To the Editor: 
Re "President Backs a Plan to Curtail Legal Migration" (front page, Aug. 3): 


My grandparents, who emigrated from Sweden before 1900, would not have been permitted entry at Ellis Island if 
the proposed immigration bill had been the law of the land when they arrived. They had little money and few skills 
other than as laborers, and they spoke no English. 


| am certain that this was true of millions of immigrants during that migratory flood. What they did possess was 
energy, the ability to work hard and pride in their new home. That flood of poorly educated, penniless, unskilled 
people was a singular contribution to America's success in the 20th century. 


KEITH TILLSTROM, PORTLAND, ORE. 
To the Editor: 


Immigration is a competitive advantage in an aging world. China's work force is starting to shrink because of the 
rapid aging of its population. The American work force will keep expanding because of immigration. 


A second aspect of an aging society is the key role that family members play in providing care and support for 
older relatives. Immigration policies need to support extended families in this important work. The proposal from the 
president and Senators Tom Cotton of Arkansas and David Perdue of Georgia overlooks the essential competitive 
role of immigration in an aging world. 


MICHAEL A. SMYER, LEWISBURG, PA. 


The writer is a professor of psychology at Bucknell University and founder of Graying Green: Climate Action for an 
Aging World. 


To the Editor: 


It saddens me to think of all the highly deserving and ambitious would-be immigrants who would be barred from 
entering the United States under President Trump's newly announced guidelines. Picture a 16-year-old Bavarian 
boy with little or no English, whose only skill is barbering, desperate to avoid military service and fulfill the American 
dream of success, being turned down for a visa. 


Poor Friedrich Trump! No restaurant and boardinghouse empire in Seattle! No real-estate magnate son in New 
York City! No grandson in the White House! 
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JOHN V.H. DIPPEL, BROOKLIN, ME. 
To the Editor: 
Re "Handcuffs at Dawn: Riding Along on an Immigration Sweep" (front page, July 22): 


California is not enemy territory for Immigration and Customs Enforcement agents. We merely don't want our 
precious state and local law enforcement resources used to enforce federal immigration laws. We'd rather have our 
police officers perform duties that keep our communities safe rather than arresting law-abiding residents and tearing 
families apart. 


The notion that ICE agents are being forced into our communities by uncooperative local law enforcement is a 
fallacy perpetrated by Thomas Homan, ICE's acting director. Noncriminal arrests of undocumented immigrants 
have increased a stunning 150 percent during President Trump's first 100 days in office. ICE moved into our 
communities the day he took office. 


Critical to President Trump's war on immigrants is commandeering local police to feed his deportation machine. 
This will only make our communities less safe. | have introduced S.B. 54, the California Values Act, to protect our 
police officers and communities from this outrageous federal overreach. 


KEVIN DE LEÓN, SACRAMENTO 
The writer, a Democrat, is the California Senate president pro tempore. 
To the Editor: 


The sharp increase in the deportation of undocumented immigrants has spread fear among millions of working 
people who contribute money to their families and our economy. The silence most Americans have on this topic is 
even more disturbing. It is about time we, as good people, compel Congress to finally pass some real immigration 
reform. 


FRED FENTON, SEAL BEACH, CALIF. 
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